Teachers’ body opposes |
common academic calendar

Special Correspondent

MANGALORE: Association of
Mangalore University Col-
lege Teachers (AMUCT) has
taken exception to the com-
mon academic calendar
which the State government
has decided to implement for
undergraduate and post-
graduation courses in con-
ventional universities in the
State from the academic year
2014-15.

President of the associ-
ation Norbert Lobo told The
Hindu that it would be highly
difficult to implement the
calendar as local factors such
as festivals, weather seasons,
number of courses offered by
universities and colleges dif-
fered and universities, colleg-
es would have to make
. changes based on local
conditions.

Problems

Referring to the calendar
released by Minister for
Higher Education R. V. Desh-
pande at apress conference in
Bangalore on Monday, Mr.
Lobo said for example exam-

‘It will be difficuit
fo follow calendar
as number of
courses offered by
varsities differed’

inations of first, third, and
fifth semester undergraduate
courses had been scheduled
between October 25 and No-
vember 10. The classes of sec-
ond, fourth, and sixth
semesters had been sched-
uled to start immediately af-
ter five days, that is between
November 15 and 30. Is it pos-

.sible for teachers to evaluate

the examination scripts in a
minimum gap of five days or a
maximum gap of 20 days and
attend the classes simultane-
ously, he questioned,

Mr, Lobo said it took a
month to evaluate commerce
subjects, including BBM and
B.Com. Courses, as the num-
ber of students pursuing
those courses had increased.
In addition to evaluating the
papers, teachers were being
posted as invigilators and su-

perintendents during ' the
evaluation process. Hence, it
would be difficult to attend !
classes. The president said
the number of courses, com-
binations, and subjects of-
fered by universities differed.
Universities having more
number of courses, combina-
tions, and subjects would find
it difficult to fall in line.
Festival time

He said colleges and uni
versities in Mysore might
be able to conduct class
examinations during Dasarza
time. At the same time, it
might not matter to colleges
and umniversities in Gulbarga
region. It would be difficult
for educational institutions
tostick to auniform academic
calendar. Welcoming the
move Y. Bhasker Shetty, hon-
orary president, Degree Col-
lege Principals” Associations
in Karnataka, said some of the
schedules in the calendar
could be reworked to suif to
all. The common calendar |
would particularly help stu-
dents seeking inter-universi-
ty transfer, he said.
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